that consensus model outputs are needed to guide public health responses. Again, the field of meteorology is decades ahead of epidemiology in this respect, as illustrated most notably by the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change predictions (http://www.ipcc.ch/ipccreports/tar/wg2/ index.php?idp=524).
This special issue on Ebola forecasting intersects nicely with previous Special issues of Epidemics on model comparisons for neglected tropical diseases (Hollingsworth and Medley, 2017) , and challenges in infectious diseases dynamics (Lloyd-Smith et al., 2015) . Common emergent themes include the need for development of standardized methods for model comparisons and validation, handling of uncertainty, availability and accuracy of empirical data, development of portfolio of models tailored to different types of pandemic threats, and the interface between models and policy. Most inspiringly perhaps is the spirit of collegiality and collaboration that characterizes the large group projects described in these three special issues.
In conclusion, we anticipate that the RAPIDD Ebola Forecasting special issue will stimulate further synthetic and empirical infectious disease challenges and systematic model comparisons. These large-scale projects represent an intense amount of work from participating teams, with typically little or no funding. However, we believe they represent an important step towards improving the link between policy and modeling. Emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases will continue to present new threats, and we hope that this body of work will inspire a new crop of scientists to collaboratively advance the field of infectious disease forecasting.
We dedicate this special issue to our dear colleague, Dr Ellis F Mc Kenzie, who shepherded the RAPIDD modeling program during 2007-2016. He was a prudent advocate for infectious disease forecasting and the Ebola forecasting challenge would not have been possible without his continued support and gentle guidance
